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PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

TO  THE  DUKE  OF  FELTRE

SAINT-CLOUD, April 3, 1812.

I HEAR all kinds of complaints about the school at Saint-
Germain. They have had the bad effect of preventing rich
families sending their children there. I am assured that the
boys are given bad bread, and not enough to eat; that they
are worked too hard, and are taught nothing, except
military training. Report to me on the way this school is
conducted. The bread ought to be the best obtainable, there
should be plenty of food, and the education ought to be
better than that at La Fleche, with a homely atmosphere,
and a wide curriculum. The boys ought to learn drawing,
mathematics, history, geography, and literature. This school
is not fulfilling my expectations. It is meant to receive the
children of the richest families in France: instead, it is
driving them away. It has a thoroughly bad reputation.

[CHUQUET, ii, 574. Saint-Germain was one of the schools set up as
a result of Chaptal's Report: v. No. 60.]
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ABDUCTING THE POPE

TO PRINCE BORGHESE, GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF THE TRANS-
ALPINE DEPARTMENTS

DRESDEN, May 21, 1812.

... I HAVE just heard that there are English vessels off
Savona, and I think that the Pope must be put in a safe
place. You are therefore to order the Prefect and the officer
in command of the gendarmerie to send the Pope and his
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